'''King Darayavaush Proclaims ..."
Persian literature. The sons of Persians were introduced to the arts of war and riding, to love of truth and to ancient songs. The physical and mental training of the youth of Persia as practised in the court of Susa was admired by Plato and other Greek writers, and it was on the model of Susa that the satraps organised educational establishments in their provincial capitals. The supreme court of justice, created by Cyrus, was continued and several recorded anecdotes speak of the impartiality of the judges. Persian law brought great improvement to society by suppressing private revenge. Neither in public nor private matters was anyone permitted to take the law unto himself: this is the basis of every society which is based on law. On the other hand it would be preferable to pass over the question of penal law which was, as it has always been all over Asia, harsh and cruel.
Darayavaush—the Persian name of the Great King—has recorded the events of his reign for us on inscriptions. These, in the case of the two rock-faces at Bagistan and at Naqsh-i-Rustam, are virtually his autobiography. At Bagistan (the modern Behistun) a mountain with two peaks rises on rock cliffs in the district of Bagistana which has been sacred from time immemorial. This "land of heaven" which in the preceding millennia had been consecrated to the gods of Babylon, stands beside the former trade-route from Hamadan in Babylonia via Kermanshah. Along this route, once a military road, stand several monuments dating back to ancient kings and carved out of the local rock. Darius chose a vertical rock-face, some distance away from the route and about one hundred and sixty feet above ground level as a precaution against the hand of sacrilege, to record and commemorate his victories in figures and inscriptions. These figures are not in high relief, but. carved in the round, framed in stone and set against the rock-face. The great king, as on his tomb described above, is leaning on his bow with his right hand raised to the emblem of Ahuramazda, but here his left foot rests on the body of the defeated Gaumata. Behind him stand two Persians, one with bow and quiver and the other holding a two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
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